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· West Africans are brought to the American Colonies first as indentured servants and then as slaves starting in the mid-1600s

· Issue of Slavery is argued at the Constitutional Convention; Slavery is retained to retain support of the Southern states (Three-Fifths Compromise)

· Abolitionism becomes major movement in the North in the early to mid-1800s

· National politics often center around the balance of “free” and “slave” states (e.g., the Missouri Compromise  of 1820)

· Dred Scott Decision (US Supreme Court, 1857)

· Civil War is initially fought over the right to break the Union, but slavery quickly becomes an issue (Emancipation Proclamation, 1863)

· Reconstruction elevates status of Blacks

· 13th Amendment ends Slavery; 14th Amendment declares equal protection under the law regardless of race (although this does not, technically, extend to state law)

· Reconstruction abandoned by Republicans in 1870s to retain Southern support

· Rise of the Ku Klux Klan (following Civil War) – rise of lynching as a terror tactic

· Rise of Jim Crow laws throughout the South (1870s to 1950s; Poll Tax is important here as is “segregation”)

· Plessy vs. Ferguson (U.S. Supreme Court decision legalizing “separate but equal” segregation, 1896)

· Foundation of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) – 1909 (Remember W.E.B. DuBois and his arguments with Booker T. Washington)

· National Urban League formed – 1911

· President Wilson segregates the Federal government and Federal public spaces – 1913

· Harlem Renaissance / rise of Jazz – 1920s

· World War II (segregated units, but Blacks serve with distinction, especially the “Tuskegee Airmen”) – Some Blacks encounter a lack of race-based discrimination among whites in Europe and this is important, as is the influence of seeing the results of the Nazi Holocaust against the Jews

· 1947 - Jackie Robinson breaks the color barrier in Major League Baseball by joining the Brooklyn Dodgers under manager Branch Rickey

· 1952 – Malcolm Little becomes Malcolm X (has joined Nation of Islam)

· Brown vs. The Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954 – Thurgood Marshall is the lead lawyer for the NAACP) This overturns segregation in the public schools and is a unanimous decision of the Supreme Court
· [Hispanic and Native American movements begin during the 1940s and 1950s]

· Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks (Dec. 1955 – 1956) rise of Martin Luther King
· Sept. 1957, Gov. Orval Faubus of Arkansas defies Brown v. Board of Education and declares that Little Rock will not integrate; Pres. Eisenhower sends in the National Guard

· 1957 – SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference) started by Rev. Martin Luther King and others; they adopt policy of non-violent protest
· King becomes national leader of Civil Rights movement in U.S. (wins Nobel Peace prize in 1964)

· SNCC (Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee) is formed in 1960

· late 1950s to early 1960s sit-ins spread to force desegregation (originally begun as a tactic by the Congress of Racial Equality [CORE] in 1943)

· March 1961 President Kennedy issues Executive Order 10925 that establishes the forerunner of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and affirmative action, stating that the government and those providing services to the government must: “take affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that employees are treated during employment, without regard to their race, creed, color, or national origin.” In practice, this will mean that government agencies will take active measure to improve minority access to government contracts and services (including higher education); these active measures, in turn, remain controversial in some political circles to the present day.

· Freedom Rides take place in the spring and summer of 1961 to force desegregation on the nation’s bus routes

· 1963 – Protests in Birmingham, Alabama; King is jailed (writes famous “Letter from Birmingham Jail”)

· August 1963 – March on Washington (King’s “I have a Dream” Speech)

· Civil Rights Act of 1964

· 24th Amendment to the Constitution outlawing the poll-tax

· Feb. 1965 – Malcolm X is assassinated
· March 1965 – Selma March
· Voting Rights Act of 1965

· 1966 Movement splits into radical and non-violent wings (rise of Stokely Carmichael in SNCC; beginnings of the Black Panthers)

· April 4, 1968 – MLK is assassinated
Major questions to ponder?

1. Some people say the Civil Rights movement technically ended with the passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965? Do you agree? Why or why not?

2. Some people say that the push for Gay Rights and Immigrant Rights is equivalent to the push for Civil Rights along racial/ethnic lines. Do you agree? Why or why not?

3. MLK was moving toward class-based issues when he was assassinated. How do class and race intersect in America? Which do you think is more important now?

4. How does the rise of mixed-race families and “non-traditional” families affect the issue of civil rights and race in general?

