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Reflection on Trois Coleurs: Group Discussion and Written Exercise

To be discussed in groups of two or three; each of you is to hand in a written response; each question’s response will require about one-half page of writing.

The following questions are to be considered before the conclusion of White:

1. Do you see a change in the value and use of the colors red, blue and white within the films Blue and White and between the films? Why or why not? Support your answer with two details from each film.

2. Take yourself out of the classroom (where we are analyzing this thing to death): do you think that an audience would find Kieślowski’s color/pragmatic usage overwhelming for the story, or does it support the story. Explain what your group thinks with three specific examples from the film.

The following questions are to be considered before the conclusion of Red:

3. Describe the changes in the value and use of the color red from Blue through White to Red. How does the shift in the use and value of red help to propel the story line of the trilogy? Support your answer with two details from each film.

4. How obvious are the literary and religious allusions that are tied to color and pragmatics? Do you think that an American audience would “get it”? Do you think that it matters for an appreciation of the film to “get” everything that Kieślowski is doing? Support your thinking with four examples from the films.

The following questions are to be considered after the conclusion of Red:

5. Blue had the swimming pool. White had the plaster bust. What emblematic prop or scene would you see as central for Red? Is it as effective as the other props in the other movies?

6. What happened with the leitmotif of recycling? What did it mean in the end? (Keep your answers PG.)

7. What role did the dogs play in Red? Explain your reasoning.

8. Did Red, White, or Blue have the “most color” (in terms of overall saturation of the film)? Discuss and support with examples from the films. Why do you think Kieślowski varied the saturation of color among the films?

9. How was color used in the final scene(s)? In what way did water become important in the conclusion of the series—and why would you have expected it? How did water shift in meaning and substance through the three films?

10. Did Kieślowski achieve what he set out to do? What was the basic “message” that lay at the base of all three films? Give concrete examples from each film about how Kieślowski’s “topic of concern” was exposed and how our knowledge sets and topics of concern were manipulated by him so that he could to communicate his basic message to us.

