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Mr. DeLossa • February-March 2010

Term Paper: 

Abnormal/Dysfunctional Psychological Illnesses
Goal: There are four different goals in this project:

a) Know how to search effectively for relevant material in written sources and on the internet.

b) Be able to take effective and useful notes from these sources.

c) Be able to correctly cite your sources from written sources and the internet for a term paper. Be able to correctly use in-text citation, and footnotes or endnotes in a complex paper.

d) Produce a 5- to 7-page research paper that is correctly formatted and includes a bibliography. This paper must have a proper thesis (clearly stated central focus, point of view, and argument) that is supported by evidence provided within the paper. Your support for your thesis should be logical and well structured. You should have a conclusion that summarizes the evidence/information that you have presented and supports well your thesis. You should have in-text citations where appropriate. You must have at least one footnote per page, beyond your in-text citations.

Process: We will work on this project over the course of the third quarter. Your paper, notes, outline, and rough draft will be due on Monday, March 22. 

Grading: Your grade will consist of the following (100 pts. possible)—

1. TEN (10) - note sheets from your research sources
10%
(one of these note sheets must be from a primary source like a first-person memoir)

2. Evidence of pre-writing (outline and rough draft with edits)
15%

3. research paper and bibliography (5–7 pages, including bibliography and notes)
75%

The paper and support documents are due on 3/22/10 (we will present our papers as a separate project). Late work will be assessed a 5% reduction in grade for each day it is late. The maximum reduction will be 50%. This project will count as your quarterly-exam grade. It is very important that you work on this steadily and hand this in on time. If you want help or advice at any point, let me know. I will also help you with the editorial process before papers are due.

Topic: You will select your topic from a packet that I will give you in class. Different students may take on the same dysfunction/illness. You will need to choose some aspect of your illness (approaches, treatments, social perception) to emphasize and create a thesis around. You will need to conduct research to support your thesis.

MY TOPIC IS:________________________________________________

Formatting: Your paper should be typed according to a formatting model that I will give you. You should use MLA style for your bibliography. All direct quotations must be cited within the text using the author/date system. I will help you with that if you need it. As always, there will be no tolerance for plagiarism, which will earn you a zero on the research paper and bibliography. Plagiarism is the use of both someone else's words and their thoughts without proper citation.
