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ROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN AND CLASS DESCRIPTION

Welcome to Honors Psychology! 

Psychology seeks to scientifically study behavior and mental processes in order to understand them, predict them, and, when necessary, provide help when behavior or mental processes become a problem. Mental processes include emotions, thoughts, perceptions, unconscious reflexes—in short, all those things that make us human. For that reason, it is not hard to understand why some psychologists say: “Psychology is Life—Life is Psychology”!

In this course we will begin with trying to understand what makes psychology scientific. The sorts of issues we examine are issues about which everyone has an opinion. But how do we reach a valid understanding of psychological issues that move beyond personal opinion? That’s an important question, when you are dealing with issues as weighty as “How do we deal with mental disease?” “How do children learn best?” “What sorts of behaviors are socially beneficially and what sorts are socially detrimental?” In the beginning of this course, we will review the scientific method and take an initial look at experimentation in psychology and practice critical thinking. We then will move through other aspects of the field, according to the sequence document provided separately.

The goals of the psychology courses at LHS are as follows:
· To establish a foundation for future courses in the field.

· To use and define basic psychological terminology.

· To identify major contributors to the field and describe their work.

· To develop your oral and written communication skills.

· To provide opportunities for students to reason scientifically about behavior.

· To manage the challenge of working with others in interpersonal and group contexts.

· To reflect the values of the discipline of psychology (e.g. honesty, motivation, fair-minded judgment, reliability, resiliency) and the role psychology may play in the students’ lives.

· To appreciate the role of technology in expanding psychology’s boundaries.

· To connect psychology topics with literature.

· To identify career pathways available with a psychology degree.

· To provide an opportunity for students to see school as a vehicle for self-development.


Along with traditional methods of study, we also will make use of labs, movies, and interactive group work. A list of movies is listed separately. You need to review them with your parents/guardians and have them sign it. Please bring it back when the RMP is due.


The following management plan will give you some of the basic rules for our classroom—your rights and responsibilities as a citizen in H-Psychology. You will need to read this as your homework, explain it to your parent(s)/guardian(s), sign it, and have them sign it, too. You must return the signed RMP by Wednesday, September 23, 2009.
Look for these key concepts: attendance, respect, responsibility, honest work.

Our class will depend on you to help your classmates learn psychology. We will have many group activities and chances for each of you to help others learn new material. Because of this it is extremely important that you come to class on time and that you be prepared. Here are some class rules: 

A. Attendance and Tardiness Guidelines:

1. Be inside the class and in your seat within five minutes of the initial bell. Attendance will be taken right away.

2. Don’t be late! If you are tardy because you were talking with another teacher or for some other official reason, get a tardy slip or note from that teacher, the housemaster, or some other official person. You may not return to your locker once class begins.

3. Attendance is marked every day in every class. If you are marked “absent” and you are not on the official absentee list, then you will be considered to have cut class and an offense card will be issued. A percentage of your grade is based on class participation and performance—and your presence counts! Excessive absences can lead to a lower grade or the assignment of a “U” grade (for six or more unexcused absences per semester). Read carefully the section in the LHS Student Handbook about this. I expect that you will come to class every day. I will warn you if absences are endangering your grade.

4. If you cut class, I reserve the right to decide whether and how you will make up work for that day. If you cut class more than once, you will automatically receive a “zero” for that day’s class participation grade and any in-class exercises or assessments. (This follows from the guidelines of the Student Handbook.) Remember: you cannot cut class for any reason—not because you have something else you want to do, not because you don’t want to take a test, not because you don’t have an assignment ready. The only exceptions are described in the Student Handbook.

5. There is a basket at the entrance of the class for collecting homework. You should put homework that is due there at the beginning of class.

B. Classroom Conduct

1. You are citizens of our classroom. You know a lot already and will learn even more. Our classroom is based on good team playing. Good team playing is based on respect. 
2. Being respectful means: treat each other with courtesy. I will maintain a high level of politeness in the classroom and expect you to do the same. You must be tolerant of the fact that we all will be different people and bring different skills to our classroom. Destructive behavior towards others will not be tolerated.
3. Refer to the LHS Student Handbook with regard to your responsibilities to the physical state of the school, our classroom, and school property. Keep your books covered (paper bag covers are fine), don’t draw on the desks or carve in them, and electronics, inappropriate dress (as defined by the Handbook), or gum in class. No hats, please! Please wear your i.d. badges around your neck at all times.

4. Behavior violations will result first in a verbal warning. If they continue, you will receive after-school detention with me or an offense card. Verbal or physical threats of violence will land you immediately in the House Office.

5. Please remember that our focus is on learning. Our classroom is not here to be a chat room for you and your friends. It is here to give you information and skills that will benefit you in your adult life. Please be respectful of that fact.

C. Student Academic Responsibilities

1. You are responsible for coming to class prepared. Being prepared means having your textbook, your binder and agenda, notebook or paper, and pens/pencils. It also means doing your homework, including reading and any assignments that are due. I will never give you an unannounced “pop” quiz. However, I reserve the right to give you a small test on the previous night’s homework at any time. I won’t do it every day, but I will do it from time to time in order to make sure that you get your homework done when it is due.

2. I expect that you will do your work honorably. We will have a class discussion about this several times during the year and I ask that you read the student handbook carefully about plagiarism. I will not tolerate plagiarism or cheating on tests. If you copy someone’s homework, I will warn both of you the first time and give you zeroes after that.

3. YOU WILL SUCCEED! This is guaranteed at LHS if you make the effort. Here’s what you need to do: Show up prepared and don’t skip class. Make up missed work (it is your responsibility to come by the classroom at 7:30 or after 2:30 to arrange for makeup assignments or extra tutoring; you have one week to do this to receive full credit. Exceptions are granted only for extended illness or other unavoidable circumstances.) Ask about extra help from me or from LHS tutoring services. Check your LHS Student Handbook for other extra services that are available to help you on your way to success. It’s no fun if you need help and don’t ask for it. Everyone needs extra help sometimes.

4. You are responsible for reading and understanding the LHS Student Handbook.

5. You are responsible for keeping track of homework and due dates for longer-term assignments. You should use a student planning agenda to help with this.

D. Academics in the Course; Grades

1. The study of psychology is based on good reading and communication skills. Not only will we be learning new things about your world, but we will be working on many of our basic reading and writing skills. This means that there will be many in-class discussion exercises, group activities, short written exercises, and longer reports. We will focus on critical thinking (analyzing things and being able to explain clearly your thoughts about them to others) and expository writing (presenting and explaining facts, making a persuasive argument, developing a theory and testing it, and learning the proper form for a report or an essay).

2. Your background is important! Let me know if you have special requests to cover material based on your ethnic background, state or country of origin, faith, or some other thing of interest that is special to you or your family. I will try to accommodate all such requests, as long as they can be coordinated with the curriculum.

3. Our academic environment will be fully inclusive. This means that I will work with all learning styles and will accommodate students with special needs and challenges, whether indicated on an individualized education plan or not. The best way to meet special needs is through the very best teaching. This helps everyone in the end. If you or your parents feel that your needs are not being met, let me know right away!

4. Homework is important. We will have homework each school evening, whether readings, problem sets, or ongoing work on larger projects. I will limit this to 30 minutes each evening. I will assign light homework over the weekend (reading and mental preparation only). I encourage students also to use the weekend to make up work and for longer-term assignments, like written reports. If homework takes you much longer than 30 minutes a night, let me know.

5. We will make use of technology. Another important component of the classroom will be the incorporation of computer-based and internet resources for research. We will discuss how to find information on-line and how to evaluate its worth. I will expect longer, formal reports to be typed and printed from computer files. We will have one group project during the semester to generate a professional-looking PowerPoint presentation.

6. Grading. I will be fair and impartial. I do not “give” grades. I determine what grade a student has earned according to the following categories:

25% —
mid-term and final tests and/or midterm and final take-home assignments; this portion will be taken directly from these assessments

25% —
homework (for example, readings, written problem sets); this portion will be determined by how much of the total possible homework points you have received

25% —
classroom-based activities (for example, preparedness, engagement, teamwork, in-class work); this portion of your grade will be set at 90% at the start of the quarter and will be added to or detracted from depending on your daily in-class preparedness, engagement, teamwork and collegiality, and in-class work (except for assessments)

25% —
in-class assessments (for example, quizzes, tests, in-class written assignments, oral presentations) and longer-term written assignments (reports) and technology use (for example, using internet and computer-based resources to conduct research); this portion will be determined by your performance in assessments, reports, and technology use


I will let you know where you stand during the term with respect to your grades. If you ever have a question about how grades are assigned or what you need to do to get a better grade, don’t hesitate to ask me. We will use grading rubrics on many exercises to help make it clearer how to earn the best grade possible. I expect every student in my class to pass the class and to do well. We at LHS will make every effort to ensure that every student who wants to succeed will succeed.

You can contact me by calling 978-937-8900. I am connected to D-House.

You also can contact me through e-mail: robertdelossa@lhs.lowell.k12.ma.us
I have read the Room Management Plan, I understand it, and I agree to abide by the rules in it.

Student’s printed name

Student’s signature



Date

I have read the Room Management Plan and I will encourage my child to abide by the rules in it. I have reviewed the Honors Psychology Sequence and Movie list and approve of both.

Parent’s printed name

Parent’s signature

Date

telephone number at which I can be 



reached during the day

Commitment to Excellence in Everything We Do: Academics, Activities, Citizenship

Commitment to Excellence in Everything We Do: Academics, Activities, and Citizenship

