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Progressive Era Group/Individual Work

Goal: To be able to list the most important people, events, and ideas from the Progressive era and to be able to use them in formal writing.

Objective: In this exercise you will work with others and alone to compile lists and a chronology of important people and facts from the Progressive era. This will comprise a 20-point in-class exercise.

Materials: Ch. 20 in A History of the United States (Boorstin & Kelley); Ch. 18 in America: Pathways to the Present (Cayton et al.)
Part I. The most important people in the Progressive era: Working in a small group, look through the relevant sections in the book and choose eight people who were the most important figures from the Progressive period. List them and give a two-sentence, minimum, explanation of why they were important to Progressivism.

Part II. The most important ideas of the Progressive era: Working in a small group, look through the relevant sections in the book and choose four ideas that were the most important ideas from the Progressive period. List them and give a two-sentence, minimum, explanation of why they were important to Progressivism.

Part III. The most important laws (acts) to come out of the Progressive era: Working in a small group, look through the relevant sections in the book and choose six laws that were the most important legislative acts to be instituted during the Progressive period. List them and give a two-sentence, minimum, explanation of why they were important to Progressivism.

Part IV. A timeline of important events, people, and laws from the Progressive era: Using the materials from Parts I – III above, construct a timeline of important events, people, and laws that occurred during the Progressive era. Your timeline should start in 1901 and end in 1920.

This assignment will be due on Tuesday, December 8. Each of you will compile your own answers, although you may work together and copy from each other. You will use this work as a study guide for a future assessment.
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