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Outline Notes: America and WWI: Causes and Consequences
0. Why did Europe go to war?


A. Imperialism and conflicts thereof



1. struggle for resources



2. national prestige


B. Increased militarism throughout Europe



1. Militarists have more influence than diplomats in many nations



2. Many European nations have enormous military machines


C. Secret alliances among aging empires



1. Russia (+Serbia + Romania + Greece) + France + Britain + Italy (?) + Portugal



2. Austria-Hungary + Germany + Italy (?) + Bulgaria + Ottoman Empire


D. Increased nationalism


1. At the imperial level



2. Among the “stateless” nations (subjugated nations within the empires), making



the old empires more restless




a. It is Serbian nationalist terrorism against the Austro-Hungarian Empire




that starts the war in summer 1914




b. The claims of the stateless nations will become an issue after the war

I. During the War (America does not enter the war until 1917)


A. Clash between those advocating neutrality and those arguing for entry into the war


B. Wilson seeks to avoid entry as long as possible



1. German unrestricted submarine warfare makes this difficult



2. Lusitania 1915 / Sussex Pledge 1916


C. When war is inevitable, Wilson gives rational for war: 14 Points Speech


D. America enters war in April 1917 after resumption of sub warfare and exposure of the Zimmerman note


E. First War with propaganda office: George Creel and the Committee on Public Information


F. Suppression of civil liberties



1. Espionage Act of 1917 (cannot speak out against conscription/the draft)



2. Sedition Act of 1918 (violates First Amendment of the Constitution)



3. Strong anti-foreigner, anti-radical movement forms (culminates in Red Scare of 1919, Palmer Raids of 1920, and, the Sacco and Vanzetti case of 1920–1927)


G. Enormous new economic opportunities for women and minorities



1. Due to large number of working men who go abroad to fight



2. Many African-Americans move from the South to northern industrial cities



3. Most jobs lost when soldiers return, but it changes patterns for women and minorities for good


H. Shows that the U.S. is very good at war mobilization (a lesson that the Japanese and Germans forget by WWII)


I. Wilson’s vision of World Peace (14 points/Versailles Treaty/League of Nations) creates national debate about America’s role in the world and how bound by international treaties the U.S. should be



1. America disagrees with Allies about war reparations and the nature of post-war Europe



2. Wilson talks about peace without victory



3. Republicans are furious that they are left out of European negotiations; Cabot Lodge blocks ratification

II. After the War (focus on divisions/widening gaps)


A. Disillusionment spurs culture wars and generation gap



1. Older generation wants “return to normalcy” (leads to 3 successive Republican presidents, starting with Warren G. Harding in 1920)




a. more conservative




b. back to laissez faire attitude with regard to big business




c. beginning of Prohibition (alcohol is illegal) in 1920





i. Prohibition splits the country, most people do not like it (more drinking during 


prohibition than before it!)





ii. Prohibition encourages organized crime (The Great Gatsby)



2. Younger generation tends toward more personal freedom-oriented stance




a. “Jazz Age” (music, dancing, illegal liquor)




b. Flappers (iconic “new woman” with different hair, dress, lifestyle)




c. emphasis on entertainment (movies take off, radio soars, driving for pleasure)


B. Racial tensions rise, but so does Black Culture



1. Rise of the KKK, Race Riots (esp. 1919), lynching, hardening of segregation in the South



2. Black Americans expect more after economic gains during WWI



3. Rise of the NAACP and Marcus Garvey Movement



4. Harlem Renaissance


C. Religious differences grow



1. Protestant Fundamentalism




a. Scopes Trial in Tennessee (anti-evolution, 1925)




b. Failed candidacy of Al Smith of New York in 1928 (a Catholic candidate)



2. Religious conservatism becomes identified as “rural” or “heartland”


D. Rural-City Divide Grows significantly



1. Plight of the farmer worsens



2. Cities become the focus of “new” traditions; rural areas become focus of “traditional values” or conservatism

III. Creation of “national culture”


A. Movies, Radio, Newspapers, Magazines, Telephone allow for almost instantaneous transmission of news, images, trends across the country


B. Americans become more aware of other regions at the same time that the mass media create new national standards and icons (for instance, movie stars)
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